County and District Councillor Report
Bassingbourn-cum-Kneesworth Parish Council

Verbal updates
I can provide verbal updates about a number of highway and vegetation issues that have been raised.

Local Buses
Cambridgeshire & Peterborough Combined Authority (CPCA) has launched a Bus Network Engagement. They are asking residents to share their views on proposed changes to bus services, including significant changes in Bassingbourn, Kneesworth, Litlington and Whaddon. It is important to respond in order to inform future decisions.
https://cpca-yourvoice.co.uk/bus-network-review-engagement/ 
The engagement closes at 5:00pm on 28th July 2026.
In connection with this, we will be holding another Bus User Group meeting in Bassingbourn, on 2 July. A2B have declined the invitation, but the CPCA are keen to attend. Please keep an eye on Facebook for the date/time of this meeting once confirmed, or please contact me for further details. 

Announcement of the Greater Cambridge Development Corporation
Following public consultation earlier this year, the Government has decided to establish a government-led Development Corporation to accelerate development and growth in "Greater Cambridgeshire”. As the largest development corporation by land area ever, the Devco will cover all of South Cambridgeshire and Cambridge City. Its Board will be mostly appointed by and report to the Secretary of State. Under the government plans, planning applications form 250 houses would be henceforth decided by the Devco’s planning committee, not the existing planning service under local democratic control. The emerging Greater Cambridge Local Plan does give a high level of protection to villages, and Devco leaders have said that they initially want to support development as set out in the Local Plan, but the aspiration for more extensive development over the next 25 years (the Devco’s duration) is clear. The decision follows and builds on previous announcements of £800 million to be spent on developing the Oxford to Cambridge Growth Corridor. Ahead of the expected establishment of the Devco during the month of July, local councils, together with local MPs, are pressing the government to ensure that development and growth will involve and benefit local people. We are also asking for assurances that the Devco will concentrate its resources to address the gaps that are holding back our area, including better healthcare and education facilities, new transport links, funding for highways maintenance, but also funding to secure the water supply as well as sewage and energy capacity to support future growth. 

Reporting non-emergency criminal activity
Following some recent incidents, a reminder about reporting: If you see any non-emergency criminal activity in our area, please do report it to the Police – see https://www.cambs.police.uk/ro/report/ for details on how to report, including via the online forms. If the activity involves the railway, you may also report it to the British Transport Police, for example by text message to 61016. In cases of anti-social behaviour, fly tipping or licensing, please also consider notifying South Cambridgeshire District Council online at: https://forms.scambs.gov.uk/REPORTANENVIRONMENTALISSUE/launch. 
Reporting issues in our community is crucial so that the relevant services are aware, can act on any incidents and patterns of incidents, and involve local services including those run by your councils.

Local Government Reorganisation: Where Are We Now? 
The process of Local Government Reorganisation (LGR) for Cambridgeshire and Peterborough is moving forward. A decision announcement from the Government is expected in July 2026. If confirmed, a Structural Changes Order would follow in late 2026, with the legislation needing to pass through Parliament. This will formally establish the new unitary authority, setting out names, boundaries, electoral arrangements, and the vesting day for new councils as well as the abolition date for existing ones, which would cut current councillors' terms short by two years. Elections to a “shadow” authority are anticipated for 6 May 2027, with the shadow authority meeting and appointing its executive and interim statutory officers by 20 May 2027. The expected vesting day, when the new authority becomes fully operational and South Cambridgeshire District and Cambridgeshire County councils are wound up, is 1 April 2028. 

Quality of Life survey to gather resident views across Cambridgeshire
Cambridgeshire County Council’s annual Quality of Life survey is an online and telephone survey that will capture the views of around 5,500 residents. The 20‑minute telephone survey is being carried out by independent market research company Thinks Insight, which aims to speak to a representative sample of approximately 1,100 residents aged 18 and over in each of Cambridgeshire’s five districts, ensuring a broad and balanced range of perspectives. Alongside the random sample, all residents are encouraged to take part in an online survey via the council’s website.
Residents will be asked about a range of topics to inform the priorities of the council, including life and community, transport, health and wellbeing, children and young people, and perceptions of the council and its services. The survey closes on 5 August 2026 and is available at: www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/quality-of-life-survey 

Summer Holiday Activities and Food Programme
Children eligible for benefits-related free school meals can access 64 funded hours at a HAF holiday scheme where a daily meal, physical exercise and enriching experiences are offered. Families experiencing financial hardship also qualify.
The scheme operates 21 July to 28 August, and further details are available at:
https://www.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/council/communities/support-with-the-cost-of-living/holiday-activities-and-food-programme 
 
Zero Carbon Communities Grant 
As mentioned previously, a reminder that South Cambridgeshire District Council’s Zero Carbon Communities Grant is open, with Parish Councils or local community groups invited to apply. Feel free to contact us with questions or visit.
 https://www.scambs.gov.uk/climate-and-environment/zero-carbon-communities/zero-carbon-communities-grant 
The deadline for applications is 5pm on Friday 24 July 2025. 

Unauthorised encampment sites
We are aware of concerns relating to potential unauthorised encampment sites in recent weeks. South Cambridgeshire District Council has been granted a High Court injunction under Section 187B of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 against persons unknown in relation to land west of Moor Drove, Histon/Cottenham. The illegal activity took place over the late May Bank Holiday weekend and was noticed by observant residents who then reported to local councillors.

Highways
Please continue to report any highway issues and potholes via the Highway Faults website.
https://highwaysreporting.cambridgeshire.gov.uk/en-gb 

Adam Bostanci










